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Manhattan Beach City Councilmember and Los Angeles County Beach Commissioner Wayne Powell had his first flight lesson out of Torrance Airport on Friday, Sept. 27. Powell took off in a Cessna 172 
Skyhawk. “I successfully took off and landed, and I’m now well on my way to becoming a private pilot,” Powell said. 

Friday
Sunny
81˚/62˚

Saturday
Sunny
86˚/61˚

Sunday
Sunny
81˚/60˚

We Are All Artists
By TerriAnn Ferren

We are all artists. I read that statement 
on a piece of art and although I scoffed 
at the notion when I first read it, I have 
come to believe it is true. Every single 
person has a talent--the trick is finding 
that particular talent. Walking among 
us in Torrance and the other South Bay 
cities are artists galore. Some use oil or 
acrylic paint, and some use watercolor, but 
all of them have a passion for their art. 
Useful art, practical art, art that soothes 
the senses or changes the world must be 
first imagined in a person’s heart. Maybe 
art flows from a meeting between the 
heart and the mind. Books are filled with 
hypotheses of how someone creates a 
work of art, whether it’s a simple chair 
or a glorious sculpture. Often, I have 
seen artists portrayed in movies painting 
on canvases with a flourish only equaled 
to that of a conductor leading a large 
orchestra. I always think of Simon Rattle 
before the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra.

Right now, the Torrance Art Museum is 
seeking applications for the Annual South 
Bay Focus Exhibition. This exhibition will 
be held in conjunction with the South 
Bay Watercolor Society and the Torrance 
Artists Guild. Artists must reside in the 
South Bay and have their applications in 
by Saturday, Oct. 12, 2013. This will be 
a juried exhibition. That means the art 
hung will be selected by a judge. This 
year, the juror is James MacDevitt, the 
curator at Cerritos College Gallery. The 
art exhibit will run from Nov. 23 until 
Dec. 21. If you are an artist and would 
like to submit your art for judging to 
be part of the exhibition, just access 
www.torranceartmuseum.com for all the 

information. You must live in the South Bay 
or have a current membership in either the 
Torrance Artist’s Guild or the South Bay 
Watercolor Society. Frankly, send in those 
art entries!

Today I spoke with Max Presneill, museum 
curator of the Torrance Art Museum, to 
find out more about this upcoming-juried 
exhibition. I asked Max exactly what an 
acceptable submission is--and what is not--
and he said, “It can be paintings, sculptures 
– the things it can’t be are graphics, can’t 
be mass-produced, [must be] made within 
the last couple of years. There are no size 
restrictions. We don’t accept any kind of 
commercial work. If you live and work 
within the South Bay as defined by the 
Yellow Pages--the zip codes--and the juror 
is always selected from outside.” You may 
submit up to two pieces to be judged and 
if your art is selected, it will hang in the 
gallery. “The Torrance Artist’s Guild and the 
Torrance Watercolor Society act as partners 
on this event,” Max continued. “They [the 
selected artists] have one day to drop off 
all work and it is documented by members 
of the guilds [Artists Guild and Watercolor 
Society]. The museum hangs the lights and 
does everything else, and at the end, we have 
a day to pick it up and that process is taken 
care of by the groups.”

This is the third year the Annual South 
Bay Focus Exhibition has been held where 
it includes the entire South Bay. By casting 
a wider net, more artists are involved and 
the level of variety increases immensely. 
I asked Max if he is ever surprised by the 
entries and he told me, “There are always 
surprises. Always. There is always an artist 
I am not aware of that is really good, and 
there is always works by someone I might 

have met. That is really good. Just unexpected 
things--that is always true. There are always 
gems in there. We take in about 60 [pieces], 
but it depends upon scale.” 

I asked Max if he ever had a huge painting 
or sculpture, and he told me about one 
sculpture of sponges that wasn’t heavy but 
was huge--five feet across and seven feet 
high. They do not have size restrictions. 
On the submission form, it states you must 
submit your art online for review in a jpeg 
form along with the fee by Oct. 12. The only 
rule is if you are going to submit a piece of 
sculpture, you must bring your own pedestal. 
Sounds fair. 

“In terms of the quality of the show, it’s 
really strong and it’s varied and it’s a good 
show to be in--for a juried show,” Max said. 
“We take pride in making sure it’s not just 
run-of-the-mill. We take care of it in terms 
of lighting, the hanging…all the installation 
work is done as good as we can. So it is taken 
very seriously. We don’t ask for resumes, we 
don’t ask for background. It is entirely based 
on the artwork. If you are a famous artist and 
it’s not such a good piece, it won’t get in.”

This particular show is open to all artists. 
Max did tell me the only thing they don’t do 
is accept craft items because it is too wide 
of a field and they can’t cover it all. Max 
gave me a sneak peek of what is coming up 
at the Torrance Art Museum. On Saturday, 
Oct. 26 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., a one-night-
only show called Mas Attack 2 will feature 
over 100 emerging and established artists 
from all over Southern California. Artists are 
“recommended” for the exhibit, which makes 
it fun. Just think – if you are recommended, 
at least one person likes your art! The artist 
must bring his or her work to the museum, 

Wayne Powell adds “Pilot” to his Resume  

See TerriAnn page 6 
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Police ReportsCalendar
Saturday, OctOber 5

• Manhattan Beach 10K Run: 7:30 a.m. 
For more information and registration, visit 
www.mb10k.com

• 41st Annual Manhattan Beach Home-
town Fair: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Valley Drive. 
Saturday & Sunday. For more information, 
visit www.mbfair.org
Friday, OctOber 11

• SCAA Invitational Swim Meet: 5-7:30 
p.m. Begg Pool, 1402 N. Peck Ave. For more 
information, call (310) 802-5429.
Friday, OctOber 18

• Teen Center’s Disneyland Halloween 
Party: 4–11:45 p.m. Teen Center, 1600 Man-
hattan Beach Blvd. For more information, 
call (310) 802-5426.
Saturday, OctOber 19

• 26th Annual Family Halloween Carnival: 
1-4 p.m. Manhattan Heights, 1600 Manhat-
tan Beach Blvd. For more information, call 
(310) 802-5419.
Sunday, OctOber 27

• 23rd Annual World Famous Pumpkin 
Race Festival: 12-6:30 p.m. Manhattan Beach 
Blvd. For more information, visit http://man-
hattanbeachpumpkinrace.com 
OngOing: 

• Push and Flow Art Exhibition: Final 
showing October 10. See gallery hours online 
at http://www.ci.manhattan-beach.ca.us
upcOming: 

• 16th Annual Veterans Day Multi-Gen-
erational Event: Nov. 11, 11 a.m. Veterans 
Pkwy, Valley Dr. For more information, call 
(310) 802-5448.  •

Community Briefs
NeptuNiaNs plaN FuNdraiser 

For ChildreN’s Causes
The Neptunian Women’s Club will have a 

gala fundraiser Saturday, Oct. 19 from 2-4 
p.m. in the courtyard of the Tin Roof Bistro 
in the Manhattan Village Mall. All proceeds 
from the event will go to children’s causes, 
including scholarships.

This is the third annual food-wine-music 
fundraiser the group has arranged. There will 
be small plates created by Chef Anne of Tin 

Roof Bistro, SusieCakes at the mall, “wines 
of the world” poured by Vintage Shoppe, 
guest sommelier JP Molinari and live music 
by Aragon and Olivia. The event will also 
feature a raffle and silent auction.

Tickets are $45 per person and have  
sold out the last two years. To purchase 
tickets, call the Neptunian Woman’s Club 
ticket hot line at 310-376-3256 or go to www.
neptunians.org where tickets are available 
with Paypal. •

september 22
 Suicide: 42ND ST / WATERLINE. Of-

ficers responded to the location regarding 
a gunshot. When officers arrived on scene, 
they located a male down on the sand at the 
waterline. The male suffered a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound to the head and was pro-
nounced deceased by MBFD Paramedics.     

september 21
 Burglar Arrested: 20TH ST. & CEDAR 

AVE. Officers responded to the location re-
garding a subject being detained by several 
people for stealing from a local business. 
The investigation revealed the subject took 
multiple items from Walgreens and exited 
the store without payment. The subject was 
subsequently arrested for burglary. 

 Theft: 700 BLOCK OF 30TH ST.  
Unknown suspect(s) entered an unlocked 
vehicle, which was parked in the driveway. 
The suspect(s) stole money and documents. 

september 20
 Residential Burglary: 1400 BLOCK OF 

8TH ST. Officers responded to an audible 
burglary alarm at the location and discovered 
the victim’s home had been burglarized. 
Entry was made through an open second 
story window. Loss included a laptop and 
miscellaneous jewelry. 

Vehicle Burglary: 2700 BLOCK OF 
N. ARDMORE AVE. Unknown suspect(s) 
smashed the passenger side window to the 
vehicle, which was parked on the street. The 
suspect(s) stole a purse from the back seat. 

Burglary: 100 BLOCK OF 2ND ST. 
Unknown suspect(s) removed the pins to 
the basement door to enter a construction 
site and stole tools. 

Theft: 700 BLOCK OF ROSECRANS 
AVE. Unknown suspect(s) stole earrings 
from a jewelry box, which was kept in 
the bedroom closet. At the time, numerous 
subcontractors had access to the home. 

Suspect Arrest: 2600 BLOCK OF N. 

SEPULVEDA BLVD.  Officers responded to 
Chase Bank regarding a forgery in progress. 
Upon arrival, one suspect was detained when 
leaving the bank. A bank employee identi-
fied the second suspect, who was driving 
out of the parking lot. As police attempted 
to stop the suspect, he parked his car and 
fled on foot westbound through commercial 
property on Sepulveda. While being chased, 
the suspect jumped over a rear fence and 
onto a roof of an adjacent residence (garage). 
The suspect jumped off the roof and onto a 
vehicle, which was parked in the driveway. 
The homeowner was in the driver’s seat of 
the vehicle as the suspect landed on the car. 
The injured suspect was detained and sub-
sequently transported for medical treatment

september 19
Possession of Controlled Substances: 

2300 BLOCK OF N. REDONDO AVE. 
Officers responded to a call from a NW 
Block Captain, regarding a group of subjects 
in a vehicle smoking methamphetamine. 
Two subjects were subsequently arrested 
for possession of a controlled substance. 

september 17
Possession of Controlled Substance: 

While working a Burglary Suppression 
detail, an MBPD Officer observed a subject 
riding a bicycle in the area of 2ND ST. / 
ROWELL AVE. The subject (identified as: 
Chino Hill, 05-04-75, Transient) was stopped 
and contacted for violation of vehicle codes. 
Further investigation revealed the subject 
was in possession of methamphetamine 
and was subsequently arrested. Note: the 
same subject was arrested on September 
10, 2013 for narcotic related charges. On 
September 19th, the District Attorney’s 
Office filed felony charges (possession of 
controlled substance).

Stolen Vehicle: 200 BLOCK OF SEA 
VIEW ST. Unknown suspect(s) stole a white, 

See Poilce Reports, page 6

It's a BIG deal!
Winter Wonderland of ToysWinter Wonderland of Toys
Holiday Tent Opens

Saturday, October 26th
1955 E. Grand Ave.      El Segundo, CA 90245

Mon. - Sat. 10am to 6pm       310-252-3355
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(BPT) - Did you know that Hepatitis C is a 
leading cause of liver cancer and the number 
one reason for liver transplants in America? 
Between 1999 and 2007, more people died 
from Hepatitis C related complications than 
HIV. Despite this, many people live with 

the Hepatitis C virus for years, without 
experiencing any symptoms, while it silently 
causes liver damage. At particular risk is the 
growing population of baby boomers - adults 
born between 1945 and 1965. Baby boomers 
account for over 75 percent of Hepatitis C 
cases and are five times more likely to be 
infected than those in other age groups.

 As a result, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommend that all 
baby boomers get tested for Hepatitis C, 
regardless of whether they think they are 
at risk.

 Dr. Donald M. Jensen, Professor of 
Medicine and Director of the Center for 
Liver Diseases at the University of Chicago 
Medical Center, explains, “Most boomers 
may have been infected in the 1970s and 
1980s when Hepatitis C virus rates were the 

highest. Since chronic Hepatitis C can go 
unnoticed for decades, many baby boomers 
may not even know they are infected. 
Universal screening of blood wasn’t in place 
until 1992, so many boomers may have been 
infected from receiving contaminated blood 

products without being aware. I encourage 
all baby boomers to speak to their doctor 
about getting tested.”

As baby boomers with Hepatitis C age, 
it becomes more likely that they will suffer 
serious complications. Since many baby 
boomers don’t realize they are at risk and 
aren’t getting tested, the number of Hepatitis 
C related deaths is increasing. However, once 
those infected are diagnosed through a blood 
test, they can speak to their doctor and take 
the necessary steps to manage their condition. 
It’s important that those who have Hepatitis 
C realize that they shouldn’t feel ashamed.

Dr. Jensen and the CDC would like to see 
all boomers get tested for Hepatitis C and 
if positive, seek follow-up care. Speak to 
your doctor or visit www.cdc.gov for more 
information about Hepatitis C. •

BostonPrivateBank.com

B O S T O N  •  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  •  L O S  A N G E L E S

	 Buying	your	first	home	is	exciting.	
But	financing	it	can	be	complicated.	
Trust	Boston	Private	Bank	to	guide	 
you	through	the	mortgage	process,	 
and	offer	low	down	payment	options	
and	flexible	terms.
	 To	learn	more	about	our	Community	
Homeowner	Program,	please	call	 
Jimar	Wilson,	Vice	President,	at	 
818-501-1752,	NMLS	ID:	831903.

THIS IS YOUR

TIME
TO FEEL THE JOY OF

HOME.

By Glen Abalayan,  
Torrance High Student

College apps are here and on top of filling 
out resumes and receiving recommendation 
letters, most applicants will also submit 
essays and personal statements. The prompts 
for these essays are broad and ask students 
what separates them from the rest of the 
applicants. Most students see this section 
as the most difficult in the entire college 
application process because of how they have 
to consolidate 18 years of life into an essay 
with 800 words or less. For a class bred 
into writing essays reflecting on the actions 
of other people, it is ironically difficult for 
students to write about themselves. 

Perhaps it is the essay’s pure importance in 
any college application that makes writing it so 
difficult. In the very competitive applications 
process, the essay may be the one piece that 
vaults one applicant over another and gets 

Student Perspective
The Most Important 800 Words  

of My Life
him or her accepted to a university of choice. 
When the stakes are this high, a simple 
essay has suddenly become the final barrier 
a student must overcome before seeing their 
dream come into fruition. This fact makes 
students feel as if their future depends on 
the few hundred words they decide to write. 
Unfortunately, the need for students to have 
the perfect essay sometimes results in them 
not submitting one at all. 

It’s ironic how difficult it is for the 
“I-generation” to write an essay about 
themselves. It’s even more ironic how the 
same generation, which boasts about their 
interesting lives on social media, stumbles 
when the prompt asks for a personal event 
that shaped their individuality. 

The admissions essay is definitely time-
consuming. There’s a reason why college 
applications are open for months. A successful 

teams oF auCtioN experts 
baCk oN the huNt For  

bigger proFits
Let’s get ready to rumble! Auction  

specialists Billy “The Dealer” Leroy, Mark 
“The Hustler” Meyer, and Laurence & Sal-
ly Martin – “The Wild Cards,” are back for 
a new season of Travel Channel’s original 
series “Baggage Battles” premiering with 
back-to-back episodes on Tuesday, Oct.15  
at 9:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. ET/PT. In 

Business Briefs
season three, the popular weekly half-hour 
series continues to give viewers a glimpse 
into the very profitable business of bid-
ding, buying and reselling of unclaimed 
items from auctions around the world 
including airport, freight and shipping, 
estate, police and seizure, and specialty 
auctions. The stakes are higher for the 
expert teams of savvy buyers who still 
don’t know if it’s junk or jackpot until 
they win the bid. •

Seniors
Nearly 1.5 Million Baby Boomers may 

Suffer from Chronic Hepatitis C  
Without Even Knowing It 

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).
Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.
Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

Moving Sale

725 W. Oak Ave. E.S. Sun. 10/6,  
8 am - noon. HUGE Moving Sale. 
furniture, tvs, computers, BBQ, 
musical instruments, clothes, toys. 

office Space for leaSe

Office Suite in the Heart of El 
Segundo! Great Historic building, 
high ceiling, shared bathroom. Great 
for insurance or consulting. All utilities 
paid. $495. TMC 310-546-7777.

office Space for leaSe or Sale

 
Prime El Segundo Location. 
Of fice Space for Lease or 
Sale for Medical/Restaurant/
Creative Space 1,000 – 7,000 
sq. ft.  abundance of  parking 
available. Bill Ruane/RE/MAX  
BRE#00972400 call 310.877.2374. 

rooM for rent

Nice private room in El Segundo. 
Walk to beach. $150/wk, electric 
included. Bob @ The Grand (310) 
322-5203.

rooM Wanted

Mature Women seeking room to 
rent in El Segundo. Please call 
(310) 322-5603 or (661) 263-2466.

Seeking Storage Space

Local non-profit seeks donation 
of space to store, wrap holiday 
gifts for needy children. Mid Oct-mid 
Dec. Please call (310) 616-3009. All 
donations are tax-deductible.

ANTIQUE DEALER’S ESTATE we 
are finally INSIDE 504 Penn St. El 
Segundo Friday 10/4 thru Sunday 
10/6 8am - 3pm

eMployMent

 
Display Ad Sales Position. 
We need an  exper ienced 
Display Ad Salesperson for 
Herald Publications. Territories 
include Torrance, El Segundo 
and Hawthorne. Full or part-
time positions are available. 
20% commission on all sales. 
If  interested please email your 
resume to  management@
h e r a l d p u b l i c a t i o n s . c o m . 
N o  p h o n e  c a l l s  p l e a s e . 

for Sale

2013 PCX 150 Honda Scooter, 
Excellent condition, Candy Red, only 
1,450 miles with 5 year warranty. 
$3,500 OBO. Please contact 
Patrick Abadia at (310) 749-6517 
if  interested.

garage Sale

138 Whiting St. ES. Sat., 10/05, 7 - 11 
am. No early birds. Furniture, clothes, 
toys and more. Most items are in good  
condition

HouSe for rent

Eastside 4BD/2.5BA. + bonus 
room, Enclosed patio, 2 car garage 
w/workshop, $3800/mo. (310) 
345-8013.

apartMent for rent

A Must -See. Beautiful, 1 bedroom 
unit w/private patio, gas bbq hook-
up, double-paned windows, blinds, 
private 1car garage & storage, front-
loading W/D, full-sized kitchen with 
granite counters, chrome hardware, 
custom wood cabinets, gas oven, 
microwave, refrigerator, hardwood 
flooring & Italian tile, recessed “can” 
lighting with dimmer switches, crown 
molding, cable ready for flat screen 
TV, and more! Pets okay upon review. 
$2,150 w/1-year lease minimum. 
Avail. 10/01/13. Call for appt. (310) 
721-3625.
1BD/1BA. Large Apt. In ES quiet 
gated building. W/swimming pool, 
laundry facility, pond w/ water fall 
$1,275/mo. No pets. Call Mike at 
(310) 322-7166.
1BD/1BA. Well maint, bright & sunny, 
good loc., newly renovated, great 
tenants in bldg, W/D on premises. 
Prkg. garage. Water incl. $1,255/mo. 
Call (310) 594-2766.

apartMentS for rent

1 bd/1ba Duplex & Cottage, 650 
sq. ft. hdwd floors, new paint, w/d 
hookups, frig & stove, garage ns/nd, 
no pets. $1,300/mo. 310-678-6765.
3BD/1.5BA. Upstairs Unit. Bright 
and sunny. New carpet, fresh paint, 
W/D hookups. 2-car parking. $2,100/
mo. (310) 322-3564. 

eState Sale

ESTATE SALE El  Segundo 

See Student Perspective, page 6

 SEND 
BOUQUETS 
FOR ANY
 OCCASION
 anniversary | birthday | just because

SAVE

20%
*

*20% off discount will appear upon checkout. Minimum purchase of $29.00. Does not apply to gift cards or certifi cates, same-day or international 
delivery, shipping and handling, taxes, or third-party hosted products (e.g. wine) and cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Discounts 
not valid on bulk or corporate purchases of 10 units or more. Offer expires: 11/15/13. 

Hurry! Flowers from $19.99+s/h 

Visit www.ProFlowers.com/colorful or call 888.470.3075
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Another Man’s OpinionOne Man’s Opinion

Political Q & A
From the Source

By Gerry Chong
OMG! OMG! Or as they used to say, “pre-

tweeters” – Oh my God! The scientific Chicken 
Littles have given us the bad news. We ‘gonna’ 
die! Of course, the day of reckoning is a little 
ways off--between 1.75 and 3.25 billion years 
away--but that doesn’t change the fact that we 
are doomed. Scientists in Australia, the U.K. 
and the U.S. seem to agree that the Earth today 
is in a comfort zone that supports life. But 
in about 2.25 billion years, that won’t be the 
case. Earth 
will become 
too hot to 
support life, 
so we should start preparing our great, great, 
etc, grandkids to meet their maker.

Moreover, our predicted death will be a 
long and painful one. As published in the 
Washington Post on Sept. 24, overheating of 
the Earth will cause “evaporation of water 
from the Earth’s oceans. Once this begins, an 
irreversible feedback takes place where high 
temperatures lead to humidity, which leads to 
higher temperatures and more evaporation, etc.” 

So take that, Al Gore. The oceans won’t 
rise. They’ll evaporate and Atlantis will rise 
up again.

With the death of the planet moving so 
rapidly and inexorably, President Barack 
Obama has decided to not approve the building 
of the Keystone pipeline so the life of the 
planet can be extended for, oh, I don’t know, 
maybe several decades. Whoopee.

The president’s decision to end the 
construction of all coal-fired electrical power 
plants would extend Earth’s life a while longer, 
too. But this is a cost/benefit analysis of the 

By Cristian Vasquez
Last week, we saw Texas Senator Ted 

Cruz rally for 21 hours against government 
funding of the controversial Obamacare. The 
senator’s opposition to the Affordable Care Act 
was the unifying factor between Cruz and a 
group of Tea Party conservatives committed to 
blocking all Senate considerations dedicated 
to spending legislation. With Democratic 
Majority Leader Harry Reid making it clear 
that his caucus would remove any provision 
that defunded Obamacare, Cruz went on his 
Senate floor rant. So what’s the problem? 
Cruz’s next action was voting “yes,” along 
with 99 other senators, to move ahead with 
the spending plan. 

While it is acceptable to filibuster, and 
there are rules that must be followed dur-
ing this long process, why does the Senate 
allow one individual--in this case, Cruz-- to 
gridlock an entire process when they are the 
only dissenting vote? What Cruz did was 
not technically a filibuster. The senator has 
every right to be heard as a representative of 
the great state of Texas. What Cruz does not 
have the right to do is highjack the Senate 
floor only to turn around and vote against 
everything he brought up in those 21 hours. 
Had Cruz voted “no,” making the official 
vote 99-1, I would have a little more respect 
for the senator. Instead, he went before the 
Senate and the country to rant, cry and have 
a 21-hour temper tantrum only to vote against 
his position. That is not only idiotic but a 
complete waste of everyone’s time. 

first order. Since 40 percent of our electrical 
power is derived from coal-fired plants, their 
elimination would extend Earth’s life by 
some measure, but will cause the demise 
of our economy. Hmm. That means today’s 
jobholder might want fossil fuel-fired electrical 
plants for a while longer yet, but those born 
in about 2.25 billion years might object. I 
wonder whom should we satisfy?

As for alternative sources of renewable 
power, since they provide only three percent 

of today’s 
e n e r g y , 
p e r h a p s 
t h ey  c a n 

come online sometime within the next two 
billion years, but too far out in the future to 
save our economy from returning to one of 
wandering tribes of desert nomads (perhaps 
Palestinians are Earth’s futurists). 

As for our scientific geniuses, they suggest 
we study further a planet named Gliese 581d, 
which has had an extremely long habitable 
life--eight billion years and still counting. But 
if things go badly for Earth, Mars would be 
the next best bet for us to colonize, since it 
will stay in the habitable zone until the sun 
dies in about six billion years. 

“Mars would be a great place to watch 
the Sun go through its death throes,” say 
the geniuses. No mention was made of what 
life on Mars would be like after the Sun 
dies (uh, oh).

Now, since we’ve been told Earth’s future, 
stop your fossil fuel burning. Lower your 
standard of living. Stop driving. Stop flying. 
Stop air conditioning your home. Prepare your 
will – and most importantly, pray for rain. •

Senate Rules Must be Fixed
Again, being able to filibuster is a legal 

strategy that people use for various reasons-
-some good and others bad--depending on 
which side of the political spectrum one falls. 
However, when this long technique is utilized, 
there is support on behalf of the members 
of one’s own party. Cruz lacked support 
for his tactics. Not even Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky sup-
ported the Texas senator. Other influential 
Senate veterans such as John McCain and 
Bob Corker of Tennessee agreed to this 
hypocritical shenanigan. 

In the end, the rare 100-0 vote from the 
Senate on a procedural step signifies that 
the spending measure will avert a partial 
government shutdown next week. It will 
now be amended by Senate Democrats, 
hence restoring funding for President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act, which had been 
eliminated by House Republicans. I do not 
question nor condemn Senator Cruz for his 
beliefs or commitment to small government. 
It is his view and I respected it because to 
a certain degree, I agree with the senator. 
What I do not agree with and will not accept 
is any elected official wasting an entire day 
of the legislative process and defending his 
or her position and ideals based on political 
rhetoric, only to have him or her vote against 
their own position. It is already hard enough 
for Congress to get anything done, and with 
shenanigans like the ones Senator Cruz pulled, 
we will only see our already slow elected 
officials move at a slower pace. •

“The oceans won’t rise. They’ll evaporate and 
Atlantis will rise up again.”

Assemblymember Muratsuchi Applauds 
Governor Brown’s Decision to Sign AB 754, 
Coastal Contribution Check-off Bill

Assemblymember Muratsuchi (D – Tor-
rance) released the following statement on 
Wednesday, September 23:

“I am pleased that Governor Brown signed 
my Assembly Bill 754 which helps support 
coastal conservation, coastal education and 
outreach programs. AB 754 creates the Protect 
Our Coast and Oceans tax donation check-
off box for the Coastal Commission’s grant 
programs that support efforts like Adopt-A-
Beach. This legislation is a step in the right 
direction to protect our coast without raising 
taxes by giving taxpayers an opportunity to 
donate their tax returns to support successful 
programs and preserve our coasts without 
impacting the state’s general fund.” This law 
becomes effective January 1, 2014.

Summary
AB 754 would allow Californians that file 

a state income tax return to make a contri-
bution to support coastal conservation and 
coastal education and outreach programs.

Background
The California Coastal Commission’s 

Whale Tail License Plate was established 
as a mechanism through which the public 
can contribute funds to coastal and marine 
education programs in California. A portion 
of the funds are distributed pursuant to the 
California Vehicles Code 5067 to the Coastal 
Commission for public education programs, 

one of which is the Whale Tail Competitive 
Grant Program. The Whale Tail Competitive 
Grants Program offers the following three 
funding subcategories: A) coastal and marine 
outreach and education for youth; B) coastal 
and marine outreach and education, as well 
as beach and other coastal habitat improve-
ment activities, for adults and the general 
public; and C) strengthening and innovating 
year-round Adopt-A-Beach programs. Grant 
applicants can request any amount up to 
$50,000; however, between 25 and 50 percent 
of the grant funds are designated for small 
grants of no greater than $10,000.

Need for the Bill
In Fiscal Year 2012/13, the Whale Tail 

Competitive Grant Program’s budget was 
$388,160. However, the Coastal Commission 
received 113 grant applications requesting 
a combined total of $2,222,222, which is 
nearly six times the amount of available 
funding. This disparity between the avail-
able and requested funding demonstrates 
a compelling need for additional funds for 
the program.

What the Bill Does
AB 754 bill would allow taxpayers to make 

a contribution toward coastal conservation 
when filing their state income tax return. 
Funds received would be deposited in the 
California Beach and Coastal Enhancement 
Account for dispersal and would ultimately 
go to the Coastal Commission’s Whale Tail 
Grants Program. •

Like Us
on Facebook
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Advertise!
Buy space in any one newspaper and your advertisement will  
be placed in all six publications. Email us for more information. 
El Segundo area: enrichlife@aol.com
Torrance area: advertising@heraldpublications.com
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6 cities for the price of 1
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he other night, I was watching  

TV and saw a commercial for some  

soup company that had a football 

player’s mom serving him cheese 

burger soup. I thought, “That must be a  

strange concoction.” But after reflection, 

I thought, “I love cheeseburgers,” and  

I took on the challenge to make the  

best cheeseburger soup.

T

The Chef

and how to bang them
by Chef Shafer

2101 Rosecrans Avenue
El Segundo, CA 90245
mccormickandschmicks.com

For Private Dining
Contact Amy Kolb
(310) 416 -1123
mssbcsm@ldry.com

  Landry’s Select Club Points cannot be earned with this promotion.

ANY PARTY THAT ACTUALIZES THE FOLLOWING FOOD &
BEVERAGE SUBTOTALS WILL RECEIVE:

Book your holiday party and Receive a gift from us!
Promotion Valid at Lunch (seven days a week, where applicable)

and Dinner Sunday – Thursday

Event must be booked between July 1, 2013 and  October 1, 2013 and
take place between November 11, 2013 – January 17, 2014.

Not redeemable on existing contracted events and not valid with any other offer.

$1000 – $1499 = $75 gift card
$1500 – $3000 = $100 gift card
$3001 – $4000 = $150 gift card
$4001 – $5000 = $200 gift card
$5001 – $6000 = $250 gift card

$6001 – $7000 = $300 gift card
$7001 – $8000 = $350 gift card
$8001 – $9000 = $400 gift card
$9001 – $10,000 = $450 gift card
Over $10,000 = $500 gift card  

PRIVATE DINING DONE RIGHT!
IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY!

Our Customers Tell Us…
Great food and best of all it feels like home. A piece of Peru in El Segundo.

La comida de este lugar es increible!!! The food in this place is incredible!!!!

Learn about our Imported 
Wines & Beers and our famous 

Ceviches, Peruvian Desserts 
and more.

“We invite you to try our 
restaurant from the coast  

of Lima, Peru!”

Lunch 10:30 am-2:30 pm
Lunch Specials Every Day

Dinner 5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Happy Hour 5-7
Enjoy a Glass of Wine 
1/2 price with Tapas

Catering • Take Out • Your 
Order Cooked with Pride

413 Main Street 
El Segundo, CA 90245 

310-615-0979

ARUGULA MANGO SALAD
POLLO 

SALTADO PERUVIAN PAELLA

CHILEAN SEA BASS 
SUDADO

CHICKEN CHAUFA 
FRIED RICE

ARROZ TAPADO 
SALAD

SEE OUR COMPLETE MENU for Lunch and Dinner 
at www.playablancarestaurant.com

Bacon Cheeseburger 
and Fries Soup

2 pounds ground beef
1 large onion, diced
2 large russet potatoes, diced
6 cups cheddar cheese sauce or nacho 
cheese sauce
4 cups chicken broth
3 pints heavy cream
½ pound of bacon, cooked and diced
Salt and pepper to taste
4  hamburger buns cut into cubes, then 

toasted in the oven with a little salt 
pepper and a drizzle of olive oil

Garnish
Di ced tomatoes and chopped green 

onions can be used to top the soup

Brown the ground beef in a pot. Then, strain the fat. 

Add the onions and potatoes and cook for 2 minutes with the beef. 

Add the cheese sauce, cream and broth. Bring to a boil. 

Simmer ‘til the potatoes are tender, 10 -15 minutes. 

Add bacon, season to taste and serve. Have fun!
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DEADLINES

1986 Honda Elite RS scooter, which was 
parked on the street. 

september 15
Theft: 4000 OCEAN DR. Unknown 

suspect(s) entered the vehicle possibly by 
using a key that was left on the wheel well 
and stole a wallet and cellphone from under 
the driver’s side front seat.

september 13
Possession of Controlled Substance: N 

VALLEY DR. / WALNUT AVE.  While 
working a Burglary Suppression detail, an 
MBPD Officer made contact with two sub-
jects at the location who were on probation 
for narcotics. The investigation revealed 
the female was in possession of narcotic 
paraphernalia and was subsequently arrested.

Assault with a Deadly Weapon: N. 
CREST DR. / 38TH ST. Officers responded 
to the location regarding a female who was 
attacking people as they walked by. It was 
determined the female subject used her purse 
and necklace to strike at least two people 
in the face and body, causing significant 
injury. The subject was located and arrested.            

september 9
Battery: 1100 BLOCK OF N. MANHAT-

TAN AVE.  The suspect handed the victim 
a CD and said it was free. When the victim 
attempted to leave with the CD, the suspect 
stated a donation was needed because the 
CD was not “free.” A short time later, the 
suspect pushed the victim and grabbed the 
CD from him. The suspect was eventually 
placed under private persons arrest for mis-
demeanor battery.

Theft: 1300 BLOCK OF GATES AVE. 
Unknown suspect(s) stole two bicycles that 
were locked to a pipe on the front porch.

september 8 
Vehicle Burglary: 100 BLOCK OF 26TH 

ST. Unknown suspect(s) used a key that was 
placed on top of the front driver’s side wheel 
to enter the vehicle and stole an Ipad, money 
clip with cash, check, driver’s license, and 
credit cards. The suspect attempted to use 
a credit card, but was declined. 

Theft: 1800 BLOCK OF AGNES RD. Un-
known suspect(s) stole an unlocked bicycle, 

which was left outside of the residence.
september 7

Assault with a Deadly Weapon: N. MAN-
HATTAN AVE. /MANHATTAN BEACH 
BLVD. Two male adults were seated on a 
bench on the sidewalk. Both were assaulted 
by being punched and/or struck with a skate-
board and sustained injuries. The suspect 
left the area and was described as: Male, 
White, 25-30 yrs., 6’1”, thin build, blonde 
hair, short-sleeved black t-shirt and carrying 
a skateboard. Witnesses stated just prior to 
the incident, the two males had been mak-
ing fun of a female who was also seated on 
the bench. The female left with the suspect.

Theft: 1200 BLOCK OF N. MEADOWS 
AVE. Officers responded to Meadows School 
after a juvenile reported his backpack had 
been stolen while playing at the school. A 
short time later, the victim and his father 
observed a male suspect carrying the stolen 
backpack. The suspect, who was recently 
discharged from probation for burglary, was 
arrested for theft.

september 6
Theft: 3500 BLOCK OF N. SEPULVEDA 

BLVD. Unknown suspect(s) stole a wallet 
from the victim’s purse while at a restaurant. 
The victim left her purse unattended on the 
chair behind her.

Attempted Residential Burglary: 2200 
BLOCK OF N. ARDMORE AVE. Officers 
responded to the location regarding suspi-
cious circumstances. Two subjects entered 
an enclosed front patio and knocked on the 
door. When a minor responded, the subjects 
seemed surprised that someone was there and 
asked if her mom was home and where the 
beach was. The subjects left the area and 
were later located by police. The subjects 
were subsequently arrested for suspicion of 
burglary, prowling and for providing false 
information to a Peace Officer.    

Residential Burglary: 600 BLOCK OF 
N. PECK AVE. Unknown suspect cut the 
screen and entered the residence through an 
open window. The suspect(s) moved items 
around and took an Ipad, Xbox, jewelry 
and purses. 

business & professional 
directory

concrete

Charles sCira Plastering
Interior Plaster & Dry Wall Repair

Exterior Repair
No Job Too Small

neighbor2neighbor.net

310-245-7398
38 years Lic# 389477

plasteringelectric

EL SEGUNDO 
GARDENER

Licensed/Bonded 
All E.S. Crew, Lawn Service Clean Ups,  
Tree Trim, Sprinklers, Handyman, etc.
Message: 310-322-7396

Cell: 310-897-7314
Lic# 100085424

gardening

handyman

BILL HENRICHON
p: 310-542-3470  c: 310-890-7531

CA Lic# 786081• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Specializing in apartment turn around and home repairs.
PAINTING, PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, DOORS, WINDOWS, 

SCREENS, GATES, FENCES, DRYROT-TERMITE DAMAGE REPAIRS

BILL’S HOME AND APARTMENT 
MAINTENANCE

General Contractor

flooring

KIRK FLOORING
carpet
vinyl
wood

(310) 322-6099
Fax (310) 322-6899

lic# 648106

333 Indiana Street, El Segundo

kirkflooring@socal.rr.com

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

We offer  
Senior Discounts•

We match any pricing•
Open 24/7•

Free Estimates
License # 537357

1-310-782-1978

plumbing

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING & ELECTRICAL
Full Service Plumbing • Heating • Cooling & Electrical
Sewer Video Inspection • Rooter Service • Copper Repipes

310-543-2001

24 
Hour 

Service
Since 1990 • Lic # 770059 • C-42 C-36 C-34 C20 C-10 A

Free
Estimates

TKO PAINTING CO. INC.
Knocking Out The Competition

#833537

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Great Competitive Prices
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

Call Troy at 
310-663-1672

Our Business and Professional section is for businesses that have valid 
contractor licenses only. Contractor license numbers must be included in any 
ads published. The deadline for Business and Professional ad copy and payment 
is Thursday a week prior to publishing. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and 
determine proper classification of ads. Fax or mail this form.  

painting

your ad here!
email: accounting@
heraldpublications.com

Costs:  26 weeks $624, 52 weeks $1144  •  310-322-1830, ext. 24   •   FAX 310-322-2787

RICH’S PAINTING
Specializing in exterior
Quality interior work
Reliable • Reasonable Rates

310-640-9465

Wise Electric Contracting Service
Commercial/Industrial/Residential

License No: 785853

Phone: 310-529-5271 
Fax: 310-615-0063

Keith R. Wise  Owner/Operator

Serving El Segundo  
since 1945

WIGINGTON MASONRY
A 

GREAT 
JOB 

EVERY 
TIME!

Skilled Craftsman.
Professional Masons.
Design Ideas.
Brick, Stone, Block/Concrete.
Walls, Veneers, Flatwork.
lic# 734441  310.350.1478

design & construction

Stone Patios, Fireplaces, BBQ’s, Waterfalls & Spas

CCL#: 522719

Complete Renovations 
Outdoor Living Areas

Website: www.TCLsouthbay.com
Call: 310-371-3368

TOTAL CONCEPT 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

b u s i n e s s  &  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i r e c t o r y

essay usually goes through at least three 
revisions before it is sent to the college.   It’s a 
certainty that the essay worthy for admissions 
counselors will be miles ahead from the first 
draft. The fact that most essays require a 
gauntlet of revisions makes dedicating enough 
time for the essay of the utmost importance. 

The admissions essay truly will be the most 
important 800 words a student will write so 
far. For a simple introspective question, it’s 

startling how much power a simple essay 
can have in the great road to acceptance. The 
essay can be what puts an aspiring applicant 
over someone else and, on the contrary, 
can also place an applicant below another. 
The amount of power 800 words holds to a 
student’s future is staggering, which makes 
it crucial for students to dedicate time on the 
essay to ensure that it will put them closer 
to realizing their dream.  •

Student Perspective  from page 3

Police Reports  from page 2

attend the event and then remove his or her 
work afterward. “The idea is not so much 
about the artwork so much as it is about a 
gathering of artists to build community and 
to have them meet each other. Get them in 
the same room and meet,” Max added. This 
will be the biggest event of the year. At the 
same time, another event that will only last 
two weeks (Oct. 26 through Nov. 9) opens. 
Sur Biennial II will be in the smaller gallery 
and the lobby area. 

“This is the second Sur which focuses on art 
from Mexico, Central and South America as 
a way for young Hispanic kids and upcoming 
artists to recognize the business,” Max said. 
“It is possible [for them] to be involved in this 
level of art and show what they can do. We 
decided to take part in that with Cerritos and 
Rio Hondo [colleges]. Rio Hondo is actually 
organizing it. [It’s] a small group of artists. 
I think we are showing eight,” 

Interestingly enough, MAS stand for “mutual 
appreciation society” and was started by Max 
Presneill. It’s where artists appreciate each 
other and invite each other to a very unique 
show. I thought that was one of the most 
generous ideas I ever heard from an artist. 
“We do first-come, first-hung,” Max said. Can 
you imagine how much art will be displayed? 
What fun that night will be!

After that very interesting chat with Max 
Presneill, I spent time with Janene Ferguson, 
cultural services supervisor, to find out more 
about the Annual South Bay Focus Exhibition. 

“I think definitely there will be very 
professional artists that will end up submitting 
work and the juror ends up selecting it and 
someone that was out of your radar--didn’t 

even know they were from the area and it sort 
of instigates and triggers the opportunity to 
get in touch with them,” Janene said. “There 
was a time when the South Bay Watercolor 
Society would invite the Riviera Garden Club 
to come in and those members who chose 
to would do a floral composition that would 
complement an art piece. They were just as 
artistic in their compositions as the artists,” 
she said. Janene thinks that would be a great 
idea today and I agree. How wonderful would 
it be to see the art of a gardener or florist 
alongside that of a painter or sculptor?

Talking with Janene, I learned that this 
particular show has been held for a long time 
in one form or another. There are artists among 
us. Pick up a pencil, brush, a lump of clay, 
or even some marble, and try your hand at 
art. You never know what you might discover 
about yourself. Check online for information 
on submissions for the upcoming exhibition. 
The Torrance Art Museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located 
at 3320 Civic Center Drive. Admission is free.

One more thing – a few years ago, I did a 
piece called “The Green Flash” (that special 
and rare burst of green immediately after 
the sun sets over the ocean) in art pens on 
a thick paper. I didn’t think much of what I 
had drawn. The sky was blue and the green 
flash was bursting from the horizon and looked 
to me like what I had heard the green flash 
looks like. I did nothing with the piece and 
forgot about it. Weeks later, I was surprised 
to receive that same picture framed! I was 
shocked and my friend who gave me the 
piece said, “You are an artist.” I really don’t 
think so, but to him, maybe I am. •

TerriAnn  from front page

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com
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My name is Brock, and I was a real mess 
when the MSFR folks rescued me.  We first 
met when they rescued my friends, Mia and 
Tia, and they planned to return for me the 
following week if I wasn’t adopted.  In fact, 
no one could tell that I was a 2-year-old, 
purebred, Miniature Schnauzer because I 
was so matted, filthy, infected with fleas 
and ticks – not exactly attractive.  I’m still 
a little underweight at 13 pounds, but I’m 
sure my new family will take care of that 
with treats. The groomer managed to save my 
beard and eyebrows but the rest of my coat 
had to go.  That’s when it was discovered 
that I previously had a hematoma in one of 
my ears, which has healed, but it left me 
with the classic “cauliflower” ear.  I’m still 
a very good looking guy who gets along 
very well with other dogs, and I have a tail 
that naturally wags whenever I’m excited.  If 
you visit me at adoptions you can see what 
a super sweet boy I am. 

I’m Dorothy, however, I’m not the one 
with the dog named Toto.  I’m the one who 
is a 2-year-old female purebred Miniature 
Schnauzer who was recently rescued from 

an L.A. County shelter.  I was brought in 
as a stray with abrasions on my head, my 
nose and front paw.  Everyone thinks that 
a car most likely hit me, but fortunately, I 
didn’t sustain any serious injuries. I may be 
a bit large, I weigh 18 pounds, but I am a 
young, energetic gal who enjoys the company 
of most dogs.  I’m looking for my forever 
family to share my life with because there’s 
no place like home!

Everyone calls me Jason, but I’ll answer 
to a new name of your choice if you adopt 
me!  Life’s been pretty rough for a guy who 

is only 3-years old, but I am so ready for 
my forever home.  When the MSFR people 
rescued me from the shelter, I had a really bad 
case of pneumonia and it was touch–and–go 
for a while.  After three weeks of antibiot-
ics, nebulizer treatments and lots of TLC, 
I’ve recovered and looking for my family.  

I have been told that I’m a real gentleman, 
extremely nice and I admit that I get along 
great with other dogs.  At 25 pounds, I may 
be a bit large, but I can cuddle with the 
best them.  Come to adoptions and see how 
stunning I am and I’m sure you’ll want to 
take me home. 

Hi there, I’m Vinny, a 5-year-old male 
“Schnoodle” (miniature schnauzer/toy poodle 
mix).  I’ve got poodle-like fur, but my color-
ing is classic salt/pepper and with my beard, 
I look more like a Schnauzer.  I’ve had a 
challenging life starting in April with my 
being dropped off at a shelter as a stray.  I 
was adopted in May but was confiscated at 
a vet’s office in July because they suspected 
I had been accidentally, or intentionally, 
poisoned by prescription drugs. I don’t know 
why my owner never came back for me, but 
I was finally turned over to a high-kill shelter.  
After 6 weeks, I was beginning to wonder 
how much longer I had when the MSFR 
folks came to my rescue.  Even though I get 
along with other dogs, I’m really not all that 
interested in them because I’d rather be with 
my humans.  My favorite thing is to follow 

them around, and I love that cuddling stuff. 
I’m only 8 pounds, and I don’t like small 
humans because they play too rough and I 
won’t tolerate that.  If you come to visit me 
at adoptions, I’ll bet you’ll agree that I’m cute 
as a button, and I have a whole lot of love 
to give someone who wants a great friend. •

Jason

Wowzer Schnauzer

Crystal

      

Fall is in the air! Can you smell the savings?
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Dorothy

Brock
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(BPT) - Just a year ago, homebuyers could 
choose from a bounty of properties on the 
market. Today things are starkly different. In 
many locations throughout the United States, 
inventory of homes for sale is at historic lows, 
creating a seller’s market where multiple 
buyers get into bidding wars 
over move-in-ready homes.

“Move-in-ready homes 
may  be  se l l ing  l ike 
hotcakes, but older homes 
or damaged properties are 
often passed over,” says 
Margaret Kelly, CEO 
with RE/MAX. “This is a 
big opportunity for smart 
buyers who are willing to 
overlook cosmetic or other 
imperfections.”

If buyers can look beyond aesthetic 
characteristics like paint color, hardware and 
floor coverings, they may discover a diamond 
in the rough, especially if the home is in the 
neighborhood where they prefer to live. For 
example, if they like the overall design of a 
particular home, but the kitchen is straight 
out of the ‘70s and the deck needs major 
repairs, a renovation loan can help them 
purchase the property while upgrading the 
kitchen and outdoor space exactly how they 
want them.

“Many homebuyers are surprised you don’t 
need a ton of money in the bank to fund 
improvements,” explains Kelly. “A special 
type of loan called a renovation loan is ideal 
for these types of homes because it covers 
both the cost of the mortgage and repairs.”

Renovation loans can also help buyers who 
want to purchase in a particular neighborhood 
where most home prices exceed their budget. 
Properties that need work are typically listed 
at a lower cost and often go unsold, creating 
an opportunity for people willing to make 

improvements. Buyers can use a renovation 
loan to get into the neighborhood of their 
dreams, quickly build equity and customize 
a home to their personal preferences.

Several variations of renovation loans are 
available. FHA renovation loans are called 

203(k) loans. How much money you want 
to borrow and the kinds of improvements 
you plan to make will determine which of 
the two 203(k) types you need. Freddie Mac 
and Fannie Mae have their own specific types 
of renovation loans.

Requirements for the borrower, the amount 
you can borrow, and the overall structure 
of the loan are different for each program. 
Typically, the loan is based on the estimated 
home value after improvements, and buyers 
will need to get bids from licensed contractors 
to help determine the total loan amount as well 
as a timeline for the work to be completed.

Because finding a home and getting approval 
of a renovation loan can be complicated, it’s 
wise for buyers to work with a real estate 
specialist who has experience in these types 
of sales. 

“A renovation loan really does give 
homebuyers an edge in today’s competitive 
market,” says Kelly. “It’s definitely something 
to research and determine whether it’s right 
for you.” •

By Adam Serrao
Just when you thought that the San Francisco 

‘49ers 2013-14 football season was taking a 
turn for the worse, and the team was on its way 
to becoming next in the line of tragic Super 
Bowl losers, they turned everything around 
with just one game. In what appeared to be 
the team’s first crisis in quite some time, the 
Niners lost two games in a row to two playoff 
contending teams in consecutive weeks--and 

lost them badly. Starting quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick looked dismal, to say the least, 
failing to throw even one passing touchdown 
in their two-loss stretch while accumulating 
only 277 yards passing in the same amount of 
time. Running back Frank Gore wasn’t used to 
his full potential and was almost reduced to a 
relative non-factor. Combine that with injuries 
to their passing game and coach Jim Harbaugh, 
as well as San Francisco fans everywhere, had 
every reason to begin panicking. Last Thursday 
night at the Edward Jones Dome in St. Louis, 
however, the ‘49ers showed flashes of why they 
should be considered among the league’s elite 
teams. With their 35-11 beat-down of the Rams, 
it became clear that Harbaugh and company 
needed to lose something first before they at 
once gained it all back.  

The 49ers entered last week’s game with 
injuries mounting, a losing streak swelling, a  
quarterback struggling and a star defensive player  
(Aldon Smith) battling alcohol issues. The team 
exited the game with what now seems to be a 
bright future in front of them after a victory 
that may just have boosted every player on 
the team’s confidence. What the ‘49ers gained 
after controlling the game against the Rams 
was a sense of identity. They didn’t just go 
to St. Louis and beat up a weaker opponent 
like all of their fans think they should easily 
be able to do, but they found themselves in the 
process. The way that San Francisco reached 
the Super Bowl last season was by combining a 
bruising offensive line with a ground-and-pound 
rushing game headed by Gore to simply tire 
out their opponents. When Gore wasn’t toting 
the rock, Kaepernick was flaunting his gazelle-
like running ability while Michael Crabtree 
would occasionally find ways to open himself 
up in the end zone. Crabtree has turned into 
Anquan Boldin, Gore rushed for 153 yards 
and a touchdown, and Kaepernick got back 
on the board throwing for two touchdowns.  

The key to success for any team in the 

NFL is not to be one-dimensional. Opposing 
defenses will key in on that and cripple the 
offense almost immediately. As starting tight 
end Vernon Davis explained, last week the 
‘49ers showed that they are anything but one-
dimensional. “We showed today that it’s not just 
about Colin Kaepernick or who’s playing wide 
receiver for us. You can’t forget about people 
like Frank Gore, our other running backs, people 
like Anthony Dixon,” Davis said. “We have a 

good core of guys there and it’s good to utilize 
them. It’s important to let people know we still 
have other weapons too.” Perhaps what’s most 
important is that the coaching staff recognizes 
that too. It took two horrible losses, one to a 
divisional opponent and assumed Super Bowl 
contender (Seattle Seahawks), for Harbaugh and 
offensive coordinator Greg Roman to realize 
that Gore should be more heavily utilized in 
the offense. Gore reportedly even had some 
“choice words” for Harbaugh on the sideline 
as the waning seconds ticked off the clock in 
their last loss to the Indianapolis Colts. Now, 
however, it all seems to be paying off as Gore 
(153 yards, 20 carries, one TD), Harbaugh and 
the ‘49ers look to be clicking on all cylinders, 
especially on offense after their week four 
24-point victory. 

If the ‘49ers want to gain any sort of continued 
success, they must first remember what got 
them there in the first place in recent years 
past--a dedication to gritty defense, a spirited 
running game, amazing special teams and 
a resourcefulness that is almost unmatched. 
Kaepernick without a doubt is resourceful and 
he simply must produce. Unless the quarterback 
is working together with the running game 
and his receivers, the ‘49ers simply can’t 
win against the better teams in the NFL. The 
victory over the St. Louis Rams was a great 
one and it undoubtedly returned the team a 
sense of identity that had otherwise been lost. 
The road is far from over for Harbaugh and 
company. The Seahawks aren’t their only tough 
competition in the division. If San Francisco 
wishes to make it back to the Super Bowl 
for the second time in as many years, they’re 
going to first have to go through teams like 
the Falcons, Saints, Packers and Bears. The 
‘49ers will have to find a way to build on last 
week’s win and carry their revitalized energy 
forward--but for now, with just one win, it 
seems as if they can include themselves in 
that pack of great NFC teams once again. •

49ers Searching For Gold

Renovation Loans give Homebuyers 
an Edge in a Competitive Market 

*Kay Grundhaus, has found a way to make her job even more meaningful.   
As a 30+ year resident of the South Bay and a long time member of many local community service organizations,  
she has always participated in charitable and community volunteer activities. Now she is offering a unique program in conjunction with 
her real estate business to fulfill her desire to “pay it forward.”

Whenever Kay helps someone in the South Bay area to buy or sell a home, she will contribute 10% of her commission  
to the charity of THEIR choice on their behalf.

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”~Winston Churchill

*
I am a Downsizing Mentor!

Not a member?    It’s easy to join! 
Kinecta Federal Credit Union • 1440 Rosecrans Avenue, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

Established 1940  •  Not-For-Profit  •   Over 250,000 Members 

Mortgage Loan Consultant 
NMLS# 1010087 

E: Eric.Kari@kinecta.org 
C: (310) 418-5641 

Lic. ID 01916507

Dickie Van Breene
310-489-3151
dickie.vanbreene@shorewood.com

www.shorewood.com

“One thing that is clear about these Los Angeles Dodgers  
is that when healthy, they are clearly a team  

that is built for the postseason.”


